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NELSON LETTER BOOK. 

WiimuM NELSON, the father of General Thomas Nelson, was the 
chief merchant at Yorktown before the Revolution. His letter 
book is preserved at the Episcopal Seminary, near Alexandria. 
The following extracts are of historic value: 

To Edward Hunt, Esq., & Son. 
"Mr. Gwatkin, who delivered me your Letter of the 12th Janu- 

ary, came recommended by the Bishop of London, as Professor of 
Mathematics in our College. He seems to be a gentleman of gen- 
eral, Learning, particularly in that Branch of Science. He is much 
liked, and I hope will be happy among us. Your recommendation 
will command every Civillity in my Power, to which, however, I 
think his own merit would entitle him."-July 26, 1770. 

To Samuel Athawes, Esq. 
"Poor Lord Botetourt, you hear, is no more, & the Reins fallen 

into the Hands of yr unworthy servant, who feels himself little 
fitted for the Task, further than a Heart disposed to do right can 
help him."-Virginia, November 12, 1770. 

To Mr. William, Cookson. 
"Our Family here are much as when I wrote you last. I have 

5 sons, my Brother three, and my eldest son is the Father of five 
Boys also and more coming; not a female among us except our 
wives. My second son, Hugh, now near of Age, with his Brothers, 
Bob & Nat, are at College; my youngest son, William, about 10 
years of age, will be there next summer; for on these I promise 
-myself much comfort in my old age, if it pleases God to spare us." 
-Virginia, November 25, 1770. 

To Robert Cary, Esq., & Co. 
Letter about materials for the hospital for Idiots & Lunatics.- 

Yirginia, January 21, 1771. 

To Samuel Athawes, Esq. 
"You have made Nat. Burwell happy by the Book you sent him 

by D . He seems to be absorbed in the study of Mathematics, 
and Gwatkins tells me that he will probably be as great a Profi- 
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cient in it as any in America or elsewhere, if he would allow him- 
self another year for study. But his constitution is so very differ- 
ent from yours that I expect he will be married very soon after he 
comes of age, which obliges me to send you the enclosed pretty 
long invoice of Household Furniture for him."-Virginia, January 
30, 1771. 

To Mr. John Norton. 
"I am glad to find that the Merchants are at last going to be- 

stir themselves in order to procure a Repeal of the Revenue acts, 
and I hope they remember that a Repeal of one Act only, viz., 
that for levying a Duty on Glass, Paper, Colours, etc., will be do- 
ing the work by halves & can't give us the satisfaction & security 
we think we ought to have. They have already taught us to know 
that we can make many things for ourselves, & that we can do} 
very well without many other things we use to indulge in. I now- 
wear a good suit of cloth of my son's wool, manufactured as well 
as my shirts, in Albemarle, my shoes, hose, Buckles, Wigg & hat, 
etc., of our own country, and in these we improve every year in 
Quantity as well as Quality."-Virginia, January 24, 1770. 

To John Dunbar, Esq. 
"For this letter of yours hath been 14 Days in coming from Mr. 

Robert Taylor, of Norfolk, to me by Post. We have a Post estab- 
lished in this continent by Act of Parliament, but it is so dilatory 
and uncertain in its stages that a private conveyance is more to be 
depended upon."-Virginia, February 24, 1770. 

VIRGINIA, 1arch 3, 1770. 
Writes that: "Nathl Burwell, the heir of Col. C. Burwell, is 

drawing towards manhood," wishes " some Madeira now, that it 
may have time to improve by the Period that will bring him of 
age," stands "guaranty for two Pipes: " "I have great hopes of 
this Youth proving a valuable Man, his Disposition being amiable; 
he applys very assiduously to his studies." 

To Mr. Samuel Waterman. 
Complains of the small crop of tobacco. "I never made so 

short a Crop in my Life except once, my Hanover Plantation yield- 
ing this year barely 60 hhds., and the price to buy at here is 22s, 
6d, exchange 12- to 15 p cent. at most, so that I hope you wish me not 
to purchase on these terms."-April 2, 1770. 
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To Samuel Athawes, Esq. 
"You seem always to have your fears that we shall have a glut 

of Tobo, & that there is more on hand than was last year, notwith- 
standing the Talk of short crops. But what signifies that, if the 
greater quantity is selling at as good or better Price than when you 
had less at market. I am not sorry to tell you that I expect we shall 
make this year 80,000 hhds. What then ? Why, it must sell lower 
for two or three years, but then a large crop is always of good 
Quality, and it will make its way to new markets that are yet un- 
known to us, as hath been the case for near 40 years past, as I can 
remember. For about 1731 it was worth 12.6 per 100 lbs. I 
reckon that the greater part of Europe are still strangers to the 
Virtues of fine Virginia Tob?, which when they have tasted at a 
moderate Price, they be ever after coveting to have it. Do not 
look on this as a Rhapsody thrown out by me without some consid- 
eration on my part, for I think the experience I have related is on 
my Side. You make me smile when you talk of the Lands being 

-too much worn and Impoverished to bring good Tobo, when you 
know we make more, & I trust as good Tobo as we formerly did, 
and I know that a skillful planter can make it fine from any Land, 
it being his Part & Interest to improve any that he finds worn or 
wearing out."-Virginia, July 26, 1770. 

To Samuel Athawes, Esq. 
"Your observations on the Death of our much lamented GOvr 

are agreeable to the sentiments of Every Body here who doubt that 
we shall hardly get such another. What you say of Myself I can- 
not answer. Whether Ld Dunmore would be his Equal or not, We 
are not Likely to know, for as he writes Me, he likes his situation 
at New York so well, that he hath wrote the Minister to desire 
leave to Remain where he is; with all my Heart, for many Reasons, 
but especially as we have various accounts of his Disposition. 
Lord Botetourt's Horses I have sold, as I bought them, except two, 
weh I keep for my own use; and by the Duke of Beaufort's orders, 
we have nearly finished the sale of Lord Botetourt's effects, ex- 
cept such things as his Grace hath ordered to be sent to him. 
The State Coach, the King & Queen's Pictures are Presented to 
the Council for the succeeding governor. The vacancy in the 
Council is filled up by Ralph Wormely, Junr, who takes Pains, and 
I believe will be a good Member. The affair between Mkr Blair 
and Me was settled by the Council, so there is no generosity of 
mine in the case."-May 16, 1771. 
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To Messrs. Thomas and Rowland Hunt. 

"Your ship will get full, in very good time, I expect by the last 
of July; tho' they will all meet with Disappointments from the very 
uncommon Fresh there hath been in James and Rappak Rivers, 
which hath swept away, by what I can learn, at least 4000 hhds of 
Tob0 to be paid for by the publick from Shockoes, Byrds, Osbornes, 
Rocky Ridge on James River, Falmouth and Dixons, at Falmouth, 
but this is a Trifle to the Losses of Individuals, the Warehouses, 
Storehouses of the Merchants, Dwelling Houses with some People 
and their Furniture, all swept down the stream and Lost; and as 
far as James River is navigable above the Falls, that is, 150 miles, 
every House, all the Tobo, Corn, Wheat, Cattle, Horses, Hogs, 
Sheep, Tobo, Houses, and in short everything on these vast low 
grounds are carried away. Such a Calamity never befell this 
Colony in a Period, every hope of a succeeding Crop in these Parts 
being taken away."-Virginia, June 5, 1771. 

To Samuel Athawes, Esq. 

"Mr. Nat Burwell, son of Carter, is determined to pursue his 
studies at the College till October, 1772, a most commendable 
Resolution," etc.-Virginia, July 8, 1771. 

To Messrs. Thomas and Rowland Hunt. 

"The Damage occasioned by the Fresh was very considerable 
Indeed. It hath not only reduced the Present crop, but those fine 
rich low grounds on the Rivers, James and Roanoke, are so totally 
stript of their soil that they will never be able hereafter to over- 
load the warehouses, as they used to do, with Tobacco. Nay, 
many Lands are so injured by it that it is the opinion of a very 
good Judge, the Treasurer, who shared largely in the Calamity, 
that we shall not in any of ten succeeding years expect so much 
as 50,000 hhds."-Virginia, -February 19, 1772. 

To Samuel Martin, Esq. 

"The amazing devastation of the Fresh in James River was very 
alarming at first sight, and People thought that everything was 
swept away, Houses, Trees, and all, but upon the subsiding of the 
Waters, the Destruction appeared to be much less than was appre- 
hended, and the Loss was chiefly confined to the growing Crop; 
the General Assembly having made a speedy and ample Provision 
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for the losses of Tobo in the several warehouses. Their Resolu- 
tions on that Occasion afforded me a singular Satisfaction, as they 
did everything, and in the Manner I had the Honor of recom-- 
mending to them." "You are very kind in your advices about the 
Corn Trade, but it is a Branch in which I have not engaged for 
some years, having formerly burnt my fingers in Ventures of that 
sort; and my dear Friend. 0olo. Tucker, ruined a pretty Fortune 
by it in two or three years. I am particularly to thank you for 
procuring the stone steps for the Court House in Williamsburg, 
which came in good Order and was to the entire satisfaction of' 
those concerned in the Building. Mr. Nicholas, I expect, will 
acknowledge your civility in sending them Freight free." Gives 
news of his sons. "My son Hugh married the Daughter of Mr. 
John Page, of North River, has one daughter. My 3 younger 
sons, Bob, Nat and William, are at College, where the opportuni- 
ties of improvement are very good. I am 60 years. My Brother 
and Sister have 3 Sons, the eldest is clerk of Caroline, which is a 
profitable Place, the two youngest are at college." Mentions a. 
small inheritance in Penrith of 50C a year, in the hands of Mr. 
William Cookson, who married a near relative of mine.-Virginia, 
July 2, 1772. 

To Messrs. Thomas and Rowland Hunt. 
"You acted very prudently in sending only half the quantity of 

Arrack as it is so dear, and I wish your Prudence had determined 
you to send none at all. . . . I am much obliged to you for the 
elegant Mahogany Cistern and Box of Tobo as well as the conve- 
nience to preserve the Gravy warm, but do you observe that these 
Elegancies are so many Incitements to Luxury to which the Vir- 
ginians are but too prone."-Virginia, July 3, 1772. 

ITo the Right fof0ble The Earl of Stamford. 
"YOREKTOWN, VIRGA, July 21, 1773. 

"MY LORD.-The honor that your Lordship was pleased to confer 
on me by interesting yourself with Ld Dartmouth, to have me ap- 
pointed of his Majesty's Council of this Colony deserves my sin- 
cerest thanks, and altho' it may never be in my power to make an 
adequate return I shall ever remember it with gratitude and shall 
be happy, upon any occasion, to render you any service in my 

IThis and the following extract are from Gen. Thomas Nelson, Jr., who, 
succeeded his father. 
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power. It would have given me great pleasure to have had a line 
from my old acquaintance Mr. Booth Grey, for whom I retain a 
great regard and with whom I should have been glad to have kept 
up a correspondence, but I suppose his time is so engaged with 
matters of greater consequence that he cannot think of an old 
School Fellow. I am, my Lord, 

"Your Lordships much obliged and most h'ble servt. 
"THoS. NELSON." 

Thomas Nelson, Jr., to Samuel Athawes, Esq. 

"My Mother desires you will send her a genteel chariot with six 
Harness, to be painted of a grave colour, and the coat of arms of 
our family, the whole to cost about ?100 sterling. In memory of 
my much Honored Father I must beg the favor of you to send me 
a genteel black marble Tombstone with the inclosed inscription 
engraved on it. If you have no objection I should be glad to 
have it bespoke of Oliver in Cannon street. He has sent us three 
for our Family, and will, therefore, know what sort of one I want." 
-September 14, 1773. 

THE ULTRA MONTANE EXPEDITION.1 
On August 20, 1716, John Fontaine (son of Rev. James Fon- 

taine, a French Huguenot of ancient family), who had served as 
ensign in the English army, waited upon Governor Spotswood in 
Williamsburg with the necessary horses and baggage, and together 
they started early in the morning for an expedition over the Appa- 
lachian Mountains. They breakfasted at the Ordinary, in New 
Kent, kept by Col. William Bassett, twenty-five miles distant, and 
opposite to West Point, after which they crossed the York River, 
and rode to the house of Augustine Moore, father of Bernard 
Moore, who married the Governor's daughter, Kate Spotswood. 
Here on the Mattaponi, about ten miles from West Point, they 
tarried the night. Passing over this stream the next morning at 
ten o'clock, they went on their way, and late in the night reached 
the house of Robert Beverley, the historian, at the head of the 
Mattaponi, in Essex county, about forty miles from the crossing- 
place and thirty miles above Mr. John Baylor's, " one of the greatest 
dealers of tobacco in the country." Mr. Beverley had a very good 

'See Hugh Jones' Present State of Virginia; Memoirs of a Huguenot 
Family; Campbell's History of Virginia. 


	Article Contents
	p. 25
	p. 26
	p. 27
	p. 28
	p. 29
	p. 30

	Issue Table of Contents
	William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Jul., 1898), pp. i-xxviii+1-64
	Volume Information [pp. i-xxviii]
	Front Matter
	Corrections and Additions [p. iii-iii]
	Education in Colonial Virginia: Part V: Influence of William and Mary College [pp. 1-9]
	Old Virginia Editors [pp. 9-17]
	Armistead Family (Continued from Vol.VI p.226) [pp. 17-24]
	Nelson Letter Book [pp. 25-30]
	The Ultra Montane Expedition [pp. 30-37]
	Marriage Bonds at Lawrenceville, Brunswick County, Va. [pp. 37-38]
	Harrison--Goosley--McCaw [pp. 39-40]
	Prices during the Revolution [p. 41]
	La Fayette at the College [p. 41]
	A Virginia Hero [pp. 42-43]
	Letter of Col. Nathaniel Burwell [pp. 43-45]
	The Tabb Family [pp. 45-50]
	Selden Family [pp. 50-51]
	Lamb Family [pp. 51-54]
	Abstracts from Pittsylvania County Marriage Bonds [pp. 55-56]
	Ashton Family [pp. 56-57]
	Historical and Genealogical Notes [pp. 57-63]
	Book Reviews
	Review: untitled [p. 63]
	Review: untitled [p. 63]
	Review: untitled [p. 64]

	Back Matter



